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Debut Collection from San Diego Short Story Writer 
 

(San Diego, CA) May 3, 2014—Press 53 is proud to announce the publication of What 

Happened Here, a novella and stories by San Diego native Bonnie ZoBell. 

 

What Happened Here delivers a wildly different cast of characters living on the same 
block in North Park, San Diego, site of the PSA Flight 182 crash in 1978. The crash is 
history, but its legacy seeps into the stories of the neighborhood’s inhabitants, 
bringing grief, anxiety, and rebellion to the surface and eventually assists in burning 
clean the lives of those who live in the shadow of disaster. Amidst the pathos of 
contemporary life, humor flits through these stories like the macaws that have taken 
to the trees of North Park. The birds ensure that there’s never a dull moment in the 
neighborhood, and their outrageous colors and noisome squawks serve as constant 
reminders of regrowth. 

 
Lionel Shriver, author of Big Brother: A Novel and We Need to Talk About Kevin, 
winner of the Orange Prize, says, “In clear, lucid prose, What Happened Here evokes 
a haunting sense of place—calling up a California you don’t often read about, with 
Californians you don’t often meet.” 

 
Stories from this collection have appeared in literary journals and magazines such 
as Storyglossia, Night Train, American Fiction: The Best Unpublished Short Stories by 
Emerging Writers (edited by Joyce Carol Oates), The Los Angeles Review, Prick of the 
Spindle, and more. 

 
Bonnie ZoBell is a recipient of 

 NEA Fellowship 
 PEN Syndicated Fiction Award 
 The Capricorn Novel Award 
 A spot on The Wigleaf Top 50 (Very) Short Fictions 

 A notable story included in the story South Million Writers Award. 
She has been a fellow at Yaddo, MacDowell, VCCA, Dorland Mountain Arts Colony, 
The Wurlitzer Foundation, and Villa Montalvo. 

 
Press 53 books are distributed throughout the United States, Canada, United 
Kingdom, Europe, and Australia by Ingram and their partners are sold. 
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